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Superintendent’s Message

Exploring Infinite Possibilities for Learning

I wish you a wonderful summer,

The end of the year is a time for reflection on learning and growth for students and 
adults alike. The last month of school provides ample opportunity for students to 
display their work and reflect in various ways-- whether through open house events, 
PBLs, portfolios or end-of-year exit interviews. This year, I had the pleasure of 
participating in 8th grade exit interviews, where our 8th graders articulate the successes 
and challenges they faced in K-8 and their hopes  as they embark on their next 
adventures in high school and beyond. These moments remind each of us to reflect as 
well, and realize our own personal growth, just as our students do. As a District, we also 
acknowledge our success in our work for students. I want to thank Cambrian Staff for 
their endless dedication to our students, as well as the hundreds of our families, friends 
and neighbors who pitch in in roles both large and small to help our students learn, 
grow and make treasured memories that will last a lifetime.

Whether you steered an activity committee, chaperoned a field trip, led a Project Cornerstone lesson, or took 
on one of countless other volunteer duties, you have made a tremendous impact in the lives of our students. I 
am so often grateful for the many staff and volunteers who support our students daily. The presence of positive 
people in the lives of our children is crucial for their well-being; thank you for your commitment and dedication 
to our children and community.

Cambrian School District is committed to creating schools where all 
students are able to succeed, and where each child knows that they are 
a unique and valued member of our school community. To that end, we 
are always working to make our schools inclusive environments for 
students with and without physical and intellectual disabilities.

The term “inclusion” refers to an approach in education and social 
services where individuals with disabilities are  fully engaged and  
supported in the larger community. Feeling included is not limited to

Including All Students – In and Out of the Classroom

physical and cognitive disabilities, but also includes the full range of human diversity with respect to ability, language, 
culture, gender, age and of other forms of human differences. When implemented well, students both with and 
without disabilities benefit because they learn in an environment where everyone’s unique gifts are recognized and 
celebrated.

One of the ways Cambrian is fostering an inclusive environment in our schools is through a new partnership with 
Unified Sports/Special Olympics of Northern California to ensure students with disabilities have the opportunity to 
benefit from athletic programs. On March 9, Farnham Elementary hosted Cambrian’s first Young Athlete Program, 
which brought students from Special Day classes and general education together for a day of Special Olympics 
training with real athletes. The activities are designed to allow all students to share their talents with the school 
community regardless of ability level, and provide students with the knowledge, experience, and skills necessary to 
model inclusion, acceptance, and respect for all of their peers. Our staff is working to bring Unified Sports out to 
more Cambrian schools next year and hope to build an interactive sports day to serve students on more campus. To 
learn more about Unified Sports, visit them online.

http://www.specialolympics.org/unified_sports.aspx
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Awards and Accolades: Cambrian Schools Lead the Way

Students appreciate the sense of community as well. “We get to know a lot moreadults, and older students, than at a 
different school,” said Omilia, grade 5. “I know a lot about middle school and what you can choose to learn.”

Over the course of its year, Steindorf has hosted numerous events, from school-wide movie nights to district-wide affairs 
like the Cambrian Schools 5K Fun Run. On a day-to-day basis, Steindorf’s 427 students have spent the year engaging in 
21st century learning that features Project Based Learning and emphasizes the 4Cs (collaboration, cooperation, critical 
thinking and communication) in a K-8 Science Lab, Maker Space and Learning Hub.

“It’s great to have our first year complete,” said Principal Kristi Schwiebert. “We’re looking forward to continuing to build a 
school that inspires children to do their personal best and discover possibilities for the future.”

Superintendent Dr. Andrews added “Students, staff and families should be recognized for all that has been accomplished 
in Steindorf’s first year. Cambrian School District is proud of what we offer our students.”

Students and Staff Round Out Year One Steindorf Strong

It may be hard to believe, but June’s arrival doesn’t just mean summer vacation is 
on its way – it means Steindorf STEAM School’s first academic year is almost 
officially in the books! Today the school is busy, bedecked in student work and feels 
cheerfully “lived in,” – you might never guess that less than a year ago these walls 
were empty and as yet unfinished. 

“It’s been wonderful to be a part of building a collaborative community where 
everyone is on board with trying something new,” said Teacher Lisa Landsberg. “We 
can take risks and know that we’ll be able to find something positive, and that our 
community will have our back.”

Cambrian Schools have long enjoyed a reputation for academic excellence, 
caring school environments and the most amazing students and staff you 
could hope to find anywhere!  We’re always happy when our schools are 
recognized for the fantastic things happening both in and out of the 
classroom. A few highlights from this spring:

• The district was honored by the Santa Clara County Office of Education 
for its work to build a culture of respect in our schools through the My 
Name, My Identity initiative. Schools that participate in the initiative 
value taking the time to learn how to correctly pronounce the names of 
all students and staff,  which is the first step in strengthening students’ 
sense of belonging at school.

• Our district recently received Second Harvest Food Bank's Platinum

• We were delighted to host a cohort of educators from Minnesota this spring, who came to observe Cambrian School 
District's exemplary Guided Language Acquisition by Design (GLAD) instruction in action. GLAD is an instructional model 
where teachers incorporate a variety of strategies into their day that help integrate English-language skills along with 
academic content such as math or science. Our visitors observed classrooms at three school sites to see how our teachers 
incorporate academic English instruction into a variety of topics, then debriefed at the district office about what they had 
learned. We are so proud of our staff for serving as national role models!

• Our students are rock stars, too! Just a few of our students who were in the news this year include: Price 8th grader Kate 
Feller who received West Valley ACSA’s student leadership award; Sartorette 3rd grader Zoe Tang who took first place in 
the Future Chef’s contest, and Fammatre’s Jayden Leaokittikul, one of three TK students in the county to win the SCCOE’s 
Young Artists’ Showcase.

Students play a team-building activity

Visiting educators observe GLAD teaching

Award -- the organization's second highest honor- - in recognition of the remarkable generosity demonstrated by 
Cambrian students, staff and families at food drives and fundraisers throughout the year.  Thanks to the help of Cambrian 
Schools and 1,600 other organizations, more than 15 million meals were provided to local families in need last year.
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Teaching and Learning: New Academic Programs Coming This Fall
Cambrian staff work hard throughout the year to ensure that 
our students have access to engaging lessons and learning 
materials that will prepare them for success in high school, 
college and beyond. To that end, our district is pleased to have 
completed the adoption process of two new curricula this year: 
5th and 7th grade puberty/sexual health and math for all grades 
TK-8, as well as preparing for the rollout of brand new elective 
courses at Price in the fall.

The math program adopted for Elementary grades is called 
Eureka Math, and the middle school curriculum is College Prep 
Math. Both curricula are developed around the idea that 
rather than teaching concepts through repetition, students are 
best served by understanding how to solve mathematical

problems, and why the solutions work the way they do. Students learn to think about math conceptually, rather than 
memorizing facts and formulas. 

As a result, the math your child does may look different than how you yourself learned it, though the concepts remain the 
same. Cambrian staff have put together a wealth of online resources to help families  familiarize themselves with the 
new teaching methodologies. Resources for the Eureka Math elementary program are organized online by grade level, 
with chapter summaries, examples and homework tips . For each module of the College Prep Math middle school 
program, families can find skill toolkits, videos, and a parent guide with extra practice – all in both English and Spanish.

In the late spring, students in grades 5 and 7 worked with the Health Connected puberty and sexual health programs. The 
fifth grade program is a discussion class focusing on basic knowledge human development, hygiene and healthy 
relationships; the seventh grade program builds on that framework to introduce students to human reproduction, 
personal safety and boundaries and peer pressure. Both courses stress the importance of communicating effectively with 
family and trusted adults and the importance of knowing where to turn for help if necessary.  Cambrian staff  have 
compiled parent resources including course outlines, an FAQ, opt-out procedures, and information about the new 
California Healthy Youth Act for families to review in advance of instruction.

Regardless of content area, proposed curricula must go through a rigorous adoption process. Staff continue to provide 
feedback and customize the curriculum throughout the first year, ensuring the materials are a good fit for our unique 
student body. Having completed this process for math and health education, staff plan to begin the search for new 
English Language Arts curriculum in the near future. 

Price Middle School will be adding more choices for students in the fall by offering up to two elective periods, allowing all 
students to receive an education better tailored to their needs and interests. In addition to existing Band, Choir, Art, 
Ceramics, Project Lead the Way and Spanish classes, elective offerings now include: Digital Art, 21st Century Computers, 
Mock Trial & Debate, Journalism, Film & Literature, World Percussion, Nutrition and Wellness and Theater Arts. These 
new classes will provide students even more opportunities to learn and develop skills that will be essential for college and 
career in the 21st century.

Fammatre students use a hands-on math application

Price Students Give Back 
At the May 18th Board of Trustees meeting, Price students Sarah Shaw and Cassie Kwan 
presented a proposal on behalf of the Leadership Class to donate more than $10,000 for the 
installation of two new hydration stations at the school. The stations serve as sensor-activated 
water bottle fillers and drinking fountains, such as those already installed at Sartorette and 
Steindorf. Leadership students decided to fund this project after breaking sales records at their 
student store thanks to the additional of whole-fruit popsicles and popcorn. Next year, all 
Cambrian schools will have hydration stations installed; because of the generosity and 
foresight of these Price students, the middle school will now have three to keep our students 
well-hydrated throughout the school day!

https://greatminds.org/math
http://cpm.org/
https://sites.google.com/cambriansd.com/eureka-for-parents/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/cambriansd.com/cpm-for-parents/home
http://www.health-connected.org/
https://sites.google.com/cambriansd.com/health-curriculum/home
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Best of Luck, Class of 2017!

By The 2017 Price Leadership Class

The class of 2017 has made memories at Price that will last a 
lifetime. The eighth graders got to honor their time at Price at the 
Hawaiian Dance, titled “You, Me, and Maui.” Leadership’s goal 
was to reward the soon-to-be-graduates with a free dance, and 
the goal was achieved. The students got to enjoy hours of dancing, 
free food, pictures, and quality time with their peers before 
they’re off to high school. They all are excited to graduate and 
take another step forward into their future. We wish our eighth 
graders good luck, and they will be missed. Aloha!

Pardon Our (Online) Dust!

Cambrian School District is beginning 
the process of upgrading our district 

website, as well as sites for all six 
schools. The new sites will be easier to 
navigate, mobile-device accessible and 

responsive, and have a great 
contemporary look! Over the summer, 
you may notice parts of the new or old 

site temporarily out-of-service while we 
manage the transition. Our office, 

however, will be open for the summer 
(normal hours through June, followed 

by a modified Mon-Thurs schedule from 
July 10- August 4), so don’t hesitate to 

call us if you have questions or need any 
information! We’re excited to debut our 

new site soon, and thank you for your 
patience during the roll-out!

Save the Date: The Next Cambrian Schools 5K Fun Run Returns

“We’re thrilled to bring this wonderful new tradition back to our community for its second year, and look forward to 
coming together again to focus on health and wellness,” said Superintendent Dr. Carrie Andrews. “The Cambrian Schools 
5K Fun Run is one of the important ways that our district supports students, staff and families in developing healthy and 
active habits that will benefit them for the rest of their lives.”

This year’s event logo will be selected from Cambrian student submissions; the winning artist will receive a family pack of 
race registrations so they can see their design on hundreds of runner’s shirts making their way through the neighborhood! 

This event is appropriate for all members of the Cambrian community ages 1 to 101, whether or not you attend or have a 
child in a Cambrian SD school. Water and healthy snacks will be provided. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page 
for further details and registration information. If you would like to get involved with the 5K planning committee or 
volunteer, contact Danielle Smith, Coordinator of Marketing, Communication and Community Engagement. 

Break in your sneakers and grab your friends: The Cambrian Schools 5K Fun Run 
is returning for our second annual race on October 15, 2017, for another day of 
fun and wellness for students, staff, families and participants from throughout 
the community.

Last year’s event, co-sponsored by CSD and the City of San Jose, drew over 850 
runners and walkers to the route from Steindorf STEAM School and Price Middle 
School, as well as more than a dozen community organizations that joined us for 
a wellness fair after the run, connecting families with wellness resources and 
lots of fun and games.

http://www.cambriansd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CambrianSchoolDistricthttps:/www.facebook.com/CambrianSchoolDistrict
mailto:smithd@cambriansd.com
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It’s hard to believe, but it has been nearly three years since the Cambrian 
community voted to pass Measure I in support of our students and schools, and 
more than two-thirds of the work supported by that bond is already done.  The 
2016-17 year has been an eventful  one in terms of finalizing these important 
projects  to make our schools safer, more effective and more pleasant learning 
environments for students and staff alike. Highlights and recent developments 
include:

Transitional Kindergarten Program 
Expands for 2017-18

When our Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program began at Fammatre five years 
ago, it quickly grew to 3.5 classrooms from its initial small cohort – clear evidence 
that Cambrian families value high-quality early learning opportunities for their 
youngest learners. We are delighted to say that due to popular demand, next year 
Bagby and Farnham will both house their own TK classes, allowing more families to 
take advantage of early learning at their home school. This move will help keep 
siblings together, cut down on family commute times, and give students an early 
introduction to the school communities where they will spend much of their 
childhoods.

What is TK exactly? It is the first phase of a two-year Kindergarten program that uses age-appropriate curricula aligned to the 
Common Core State Standards. Transitional Kindergarten acts as a bridge between preschool and Kindergarten and is designed 
to provide our youngest learners with the pivotal skills and experiences needed for success in Kindergarten and beyond. 
Research shows that children who attend Transitional Kindergarten are more likely to acquire the academic skills, confidence and 
maturity they need to succeed in school.

“We’re thrilled to make TK accessible to more Cambrian families and our neighborhood schools than ever before,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Carrie Andrews. “We know that excellent early learning sets students up for success throughout their 
academic careers both in and out of the classroom.”

If interest and enrollment continues at the current pace, the district hopes to have enough students to open an 
additional TK classroom at Sartorette in the 2018-19 school year, as well. More information and all enrollment forms can be 
found online.

Measure I Accomplishments: An Overview

• The design and construction of three new Outdoor Learning Areas at Farnham, Price, Fammatre and Sartorette 
Elementary Schools continues to move forward. Each structure will be tailored to the needs of the campus, serving as 
outdoor classrooms for a wide variety of instructional subjects, laboratory and/or Maker Space – as well as simply space 
to help students stay comfortable in the heat. The plan for Farnham is being used as a pilot and has already met state 
approval; once that project is successful, it will be customized and adapted for the other sites.

• On May 8, 2017, the Board approved moving forward with a revised plan for the Bagby Multi-Use Project, one of three 
proposals submitted to bring costs within the Board’s allotted budget and allow the district to proceed with the project. 
The new plan makes adjustments to the budget for roofing, flooring and the outdoor area around the site, but 
preserves the structure’s canopy to retain flexible outdoor space. The entire proposal is available online.

• And of course, Steindorf is wrapping up a tremendously successful first year thanks to Measure I voters. Facilities 
improvements have been made throughout the year to complete the campus, including most recently the completion 
of the school’s solar array on top of the Innovation Wing and Wing A, allowing Steindorf to join our other five schools as 
models of energy efficiency.

Updates about Measure I progress are regularly delivered at Governing Board meetings and can always be found online. 
We are deeply appreciative of our families, friends and neighbors who continue to support our shared work for all 
students!

TK students engaged in creative play

http://www.cambriansd.org/domain/369
http://www.cambriansd.org/Page/1762
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Retiring Computer Technician 
Dave Sneed Accepts His Award

From this distinguished cohort of site-wide Classified and Certificated Employees of the Year, one honoree from each 
category is selected by their peers for recognition as the District-Wide Employee of the Year. Classified EOY Leslie 
Duquette is an Instructional Aide at Fammatre Elementary who has been giving our students extra help and lots of TLC 
since 2005. Certificated EOY Mr. Dean Hodges teaches a Mild/Moderate Special Day Class for students in grades 3-5 at 
Sartorette and has been with the district for 16 years; he will go on to represent Cambrian School District at the county-
wide Teacher Recognition Celebration in September. We’re so lucky to have all of these incredible men and women 
working tirelessly to serve our students, and appreciate the opportunity come together to celebrate them before a well-
deserved summer vacation!

Cambrian Staff Recognition: Meet Our 
2016-17 Employees of the Year & 

Retirees

The spring season goes hand in hand with many traditional activities at schools nationwide: dances, field days, 
performances and of course, graduations. At Cambrian School District, one of our favorite spring traditions is our annual 
Recognition Reception, where we celebrate our staff who are retiring, as well as both our Certificated (staff who hold a 
credential) and Classified Employees of the year. These year we were pleased to honor:

Certificated Employees of the Year
Michelle Makinson: 4th Grade, Bagby
Terry Ruiz: 1st Grade, Fammatre
Pam Craig: 4th Grade, Farnham
Joanne Grigore: 8th Grade, Price
Dean Hodges: Special Education, Sartorette
Tiffany Barry: Music, Steindorf

Retirees:
Dina Ferguson: Special Education Teacher,  Bagby; Five Years of Service
Keith Imhoff: 2nd Grade Teacher, Fammatre; Twenty-Seven Years of Service
Elena Grant: Health Clerk, Farnham; Seventeen Years of Service
Barb Medina: Secretary, Price; Twenty-Seven Years of Service
Susan Matranga: Account Clerk, District Office; Twenty-Nine Years of Service
Dave Sneed: Computer Technician, District Office; Twenty-Seven Years of Service

Classified  Employees of the Year
Gina McCarthy: Admin. Clerk, Bagby
Leslie Duquette: Resource Aide, Fammatre
Mimi Mickelson:  Secretary, Farnham
Barb Medina: Secretary, Price
Lorena Castaneda: Special Ed. Aide, Sartorette
Rachele Feller: Secretary, Steindorf
Christine Gonzales: Secretary, District Office

Classified Employee of the Year 
Leslie Duquette Accepts Her Award

Teacher of the Year Dean Hodges 
Accepts His Award With His Family
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Cambrian Artists At Work

Ida Price Middle School offers Art at both the beginner and intermediate level as well as a full ceramics course of study – a 
rare opportunity for middle school students. Under the instruction of Carrie Lyons-Lao, students explore a variety techniques.

Spencer Walkup

Emery 
Burckhard

Kaila CzarnyBrenda Cruz

Zachary Noffsinger Kamp

mailto:lyonslaoc@cambriansd.org


Connect with Cambrian School District!

Like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/cambrianschooldistrict

Follow Dr. Andrews on Twitter @Supt_Andrews

For current and up to date information visit our website at:
www.cambriansd.org

Cambrian School District
4115 Jacksol Drive
San Jose, CA 95124
408-377-2103

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Doron Aronson
Aletta Godden
Jarod Middleton
Carol Presunka
Randy Scofield

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Carrie Andrews

Kimmy Coke

http://www.facebook.com/cambrianschooldistrict
http://www.cambriansd.org/

